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“the world awaits us’

Manitoulin and Sagamok Region Represented
at International Tourism Trade Shows

Representatives of The Great Spirit
Circle Trail (GSCT) once again pro-
moted the Manitoulin and Sagamok
region at two major international
tourism events - Spotlight Canada
in London, England, and the Inter-
national Tourism Borse (ITB) in
Berlin, Germany, which took place
March 6th to 15th, 2005. Spotlight
Canada is organized by the Cana-
dian Tourism Commission and is
specifically a travel trade industry
show where tourism companies
from throughout Europe meet with
Canadian companies to learn about
new product and look at potential
partnerships. ITB in Germany
brings both travel trade representa-
tives and consumers together in the
world’s leading trade fair for the
global tourism industry, with more
than 175 countries, 10, 000 exhibi-
tors and 179,000 visitors participat-

Ontario Minister of Tourism visits

ing. The Canadian Tourism Com-
mission also organizes the Cana-
dian Pavilion at this event.

“Some days, we had up to 17 meet-
ings in one day with travel industry
representatives. There was an

amazing amount of interest ex-
pressed in the products we are offer-
ing, shared Kevin Eshkawkogan, a
Waubetek Business Development

Dawn Madahbee and Kevin Eshkawkogan
representing The Great Spirit Circle Trail
at Spotlight Canada in London, England
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Tourism, Jim Bradley, Aboriginal cultural
visited the Interna- and nature-based
tional Tourism Borse tourism experiences
in Berlin, Germany on available in our re-
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few meetings he took
the opportunity to visit
The Great Spirit Circle
Trail booth.

“We are pleased to
have met with the
Minister to describe

Bradley is a wonderful |

champion for tourism
in Ontario. We espe-
cially appreciate the
support of the Ontario
Tourism  Marketing
Partnership Corpora-

Ontario Minister poses with
representative of the Mani-
toulin and Sagamok region
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Manitoulin and Sagamok Region Represented at International

Tourism Trade Shows

Officer and a representative of The
Great Spirit Circle Trail who at-
tended both events with Dawn

Madahbee, the General Manager
for both Waubetek and the GSCT.

“Tourists are becoming more inter-
ested in educational experiences

offered by Aboriginal hosts who can
share information about nature
and Aboriginal culture” noted
Kevin.

He added that “The Great Spirit
Circle Trail is considered a role
model for both co-operative mar-
keting initiatives and Canadian
Aboriginal tourism products at
these events”. Dawn, who has at-
tended these events for the fourth
year in a row, indicated that “The
Great Spirit Circle Trail has now
become recognized as a stable pres-
ence at these events gaining the
confidence of many tour opera-
tors...in fact, we are now entering
into agreements with several com-
panies who will be assisting in the
promotion our product throughout
Europe. It is quite exciting for us
to be entering into international
agreements”.

This May, one of the new things
The Great Spirit Circle Trail will
be working on is the launch of a
new Summer schedule of half-day
tours for fully independent travel-
lers and visitors to the region to
experience.

Ontario Minister of Tourism visits The Great Spirit Circle Trail

Trade Show Booth

tion in showcasing our Aboriginal
dance traditions on the world stage
and in sponsoring familiarization
tours to our region over the past
few years. The Great Spirit Circle
Trail has received an increasing
amount of interest and more impor-
tantly, business at these Interna-
tional Tourism Trade Shows over
the past few years and this year,

Manitoulin area dancers

Jim Bradley discusses tourism in Ontario
with The Great Spirit Circle Trail

participate

we were pleasantly surprised at
the number of visitors who have
already experienced our region as a
result of our marketing who took
the opportunity to stop at our booth
to express their thanks”.

in an Ontario tourism

marketing promotion in Berlin’s busiest subway station

As part of the Canadian Pavilion at
the International Tourism Borse in
Germany this year, the Ontario
Tourism Marketing Partnership
Corporation hosted an Ontario
showcase and invited The Great
Spirit Circle Trail to showcase local
area dancers.

One of the most interesting experi-
ences apart from attending and
performing at ITB was the chance

to dance in a special Ontario pro-
motion at the Alexanderplatz sub-
way, one of Berlin’s busiest under-
ground thoroughfares on Monday,
March 14th,

German television and news media
captured local dancers Mariette
Sutherland and Lisa Lavallee en-
joying a once-in-a-lifetime experi-
ence as they danced and greeted
morning commuters.



